Introduction
The Bay of Bengal is a region of large freshwater input, high sea-surface temperature, and variable monsoonal forcing. Although historical data are sufficient to identify major features of the annual cycle of properties [Conkright et al., 1994] and circulation [Cutler and Swallow, 1984; Molinari et al., 1990 ] both within the bay and in the equatorial region to the south, the bay itself remains poorly observed, especially in the eastern region. Legeckis [1988] discusses the western boundary current using satellite observations. An observational goal for the future is to determine the temporal variability of the observed features and pathways.
